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POTATO MARKETING CORPORATION — LEGAL PROCEEDINGS 

102. Mr D.T. REDMAN to the Premier: 

I refer to the proceedings commenced by the Potato Marketing Corporation against Tony Galati for breaches of 
contract. 

(1) Why has this government chosen to drop the civil action — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Chip away; chip away! 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I am all ears! 

Mr P.C. Tinley: The eyes have it! 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: It is a good question, Mr Speaker!  

The SPEAKER: There were a couple of good one-liners there, guys, but let us get on with questions. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I will start again. 

I refer to proceedings commenced by the Potato Marketing Corporation of Western Australia against Tony Galati 
for breaches of contract. 

(1) Why has the government chosen to drop the civil action against Tony Galati for breaching the Marketing 
of Potatoes Act? 

(2) Did Tony Galati or his representatives meet with the Premier or his representatives prior to the election; 
and, if so, did Tony Galati or his representatives seek the Premier’s support for the civil action case to be 
dropped against him; and, did the Premier make any commitments in this regard? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

I thank the member for Warren–Blackwood for the question. 

(1)–(2) I have the view that prosecuting people for growing potatoes is not a valid action of the 
Western Australian government. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: What about breach of contract? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Growing potatoes should be something that people in the farming industry are able to do 
without fear of prosecution. 

Government members: Hear, hear! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The old system was flawed. I have had the view for verging on 20 years now that the old 
system was flawed and stupid. 

Mr D.T. Redman: Did you meet Tony Galati? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I will answer the member for Warren–Blackwood’s question. 

I have had the view for a long period of time—about 20 years—that the old system was stupid—as soon as I learnt 
about it upon being elected to this place. Five years ago, as Leader of the Opposition, I launched a policy that we 
would abolish the Potato Marketing Corporation. I note the former government copied that policy, perhaps a year 
ago. So we are both of the same view: prosecuting people for growing potatoes is wrong, absurd and stupid, 
particularly prosecuting people for growing potatoes when it was no longer against the law to do so. 

Mr D.T. Redman: Did you meet with him? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I took the view, in conjunction with the Attorney General, that prosecuting people for 
growing potatoes should be ceased, and that is the action the government took. 

Mr D.T. Redman: Did you meet with him? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I will get to the member for Warren–Blackwood’s question. 

In relation to the contempt proceedings in relation to various actions Mr Galati may or may not have taken, they 
were matters I did not have a view on. That matter has proceeded, and I understand that that is now before the 
courts. 

Mr D.T. Redman: Did you meet with him? 
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Mr M. McGOWAN: I have had conversations with many people about the potato industry over time. I have had 
conversations with Mr Galati on a number of occasions prior to the state election in relation to all these issues, as 
I did with potato growers who wanted the prosecution to continue. Mr Galati was obviously of the view—I spoke 
to him at some point in time before the state election—that the prosecution for growing potatoes should not 
continue. He also indicated to me that he was provided — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I will inform members. 

He also indicated to me that he was provided with advice by the former Minister for Commerce, 
Hon Michael Mischin, that that was Hon Michael Mischin’s view as well. He provided me with advice that 
Hon Michael Mischin had said to him that the former government was looking at ways to cease that prosecution. 
I indicated to him that this was a matter that, obviously, the government would examine if we were elected on 
11 March. We were elected, and I have implemented the policy that we do not support prosecuting people for 
growing potatoes. 
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